
DANUBE DISCOVERY  
Budapest to Passau
Tuesday 20th October to Thursday 29th October 2020
9 nights including 2 Gala Dinners

The Danube journeys through the very heart of Europe, calling in at some of the world’s most

elegant, vibrant and influential cities.  Multiple capitals, including Budapest, Vienna and

Bratislava, sit along the course of this beautiful waterway, providing an insight into the history

of the continent.

Absorb all that Europe’s most cultured river has to offer, with its wealth of grand baroque

architecture, medieval cities, picture perfect towns and the sights that inspired Strauss and

Mozart. With the peace and tranquillity of the enchanting Wachau Valley, this truly is a cruise

which offers a host of delights. 
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GUEST SPEAKER
NICHOLAS MERCHANT
Nicholas has lectured for Hebridean Island Cruises for a number of years,

both on Hebridean Princess and more recently on European river cruises. In

both cases he takes pleasure in preparing talks appropriate to the

destinations to be visited, with the intention of ‘setting the scene’ for the

guests and so enhance the pleasure of the visits. His background is in the

Decorative and Fine Arts, having worked as a valuer for some of the major

auction houses including Sotheby’s and Phillips (now Bonhams). From these

associations he has acquired a wide knowledge and interest in not just

objects but their historical background. On becoming accredited to the Arts

Society (formerly NADFAS) in 2004, he has travelled widely to lecture on

various aspects of his passion, the decorative and fine arts.
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Tuesday 20th October - UK / Budapest

After enjoying pre-flight refreshments at London
Heathrow airport, relax in the company of other guests
on our accompanied flight to Budapest, where Royal
Crown awaits.  Following our first dinner on board, we
are entertained by local gypsy musicians in the lounge.  

Wednesday 21st October – Budapest

Our tour of Hungary’s elegant capital will include the old
quarter, St Matthias church and the Fisherman’s Bastion
with its spectacular views across the Danube to Pest,
dominated by its fine parliament building and Heroes
Square. 

Aquincum was a major Roman city situated within the
current limits of Budapest. Its ancient ruins were
discovered at the end of the 19th century, and it is now
one of the biggest archaeological sites in Hungary. The
city was reconstructed between 1960 and 1970 and we
can stroll through the streets and observe the city’s
temples, shops, houses and thermal baths.

Setting sail in the evening, we witness the spectacular
bridges and landmarks of Budapest’s illuminated
waterfront.

Thursday 22nd October - Szentendre

Szentendre is a picturesque town of art and culture,
museums and galleries in Baroque settings. Serbians
fleeing from the Turkish occupation settled here in large
numbers in the 17th century, giving the city its
Mediterranean character, which is preserved to this day.

The architecture, cobblestone streets and the city's
picturesque location have attracted many artists
throughout the years, including Margit Kovács, a famous
ceramic sculptor. Her main themes were folk art and
religious art, especially Bible stories. She donated the
majority of her work, such as statues, pots, plates and
plaques, to the town and we can view her work at the
museum which bears her name.

Friday 23rd October – Bratislava

Our cruise continues along the Danube into Slovakia,
where we visit the capital city of Bratislava. Our tour of
the old town includes many of the city’s historic
buildings such as the only remaining medieval
fortification, St Michael’s Gate, St Martin’s Cathedral, the
Baroque Grassalkovich Palace and the Neo Classical
Primate’s Palace. 

Hebridean Highlights
• Aquincum Roman Museum and
Archaeological Park

• Klarissen Church, Bratislava String Quartet

• Spanish Riding School tour and exclusive
reception

• Melk Abbey

• Artstetten Castle

• Salzburg tour and concert at Mozarteum

Benedictine Abbey, Melk
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We conclude our visit with a string quartet recital in the
gothic Klarissen Church, part of a complex of medieval
buildings forming the former Convent of Poor Clares in
the Old Town of Bratislava, before heading out into the
Carpathian mountains to enjoy a tasting of local wines.

Saturday 24th October - Vienna

Sailing further west, the romantic city of Vienna and
former capital of the Habsburg Empire, beckons.  A
panoramic tour of this elegant capital takes us around
the famous Ringstrasse and the Old Quarter, including St
Stephen’s Cathedral, standing in the ruins of two earlier
churches.

The highlight of our visit to Vienna is an
exclusive reception at the unique, baroque
Spanish Riding School at the Hofburg Palace,
built under Charles VI, before taking our VIP
seats for the morning exercise, which offers an insight
into the training of the riders and the world-famous
Lipizzaner stallions. In the beautiful setting of the Winter
Riding School we can observe the ‘white stars’,
accompanied by classical Viennese music, and visit the
stables which have been housed in the Stallburg for
more than 450 years.

After dinner on board, we are entertained by musicians
from the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra.

Sunday 25th October – Krems

The attractive city of Krems is the gateway to the
Wachau Valley and one of the oldest cities in Austria.  

On our tour of this UNESCO World Heritage Site we
encounter centuries of history on the cobbled streets of
the Old Town, which is virtually unchanged since the
18th century. 

The Krems Valley is one of the oldest wine regions in
Austria. Vineyards have flourished for centuries here, in
fertile soils, and produce fresh and elegant, mineral rich
wines, which we have the opportunity to sample.

Monday 26th October – Spitz / Melk 

The enchanting town of Spitz has retained many of its
Baroque and Renaissance houses, adding charm to its
quaint streets.  Spitz is famous for its vine clad hills, wine
production, saffron and delicious apricots, which are
made into a host of local produce such as liqueurs, jam
and apricot dumplings.

During lunch, we continue our scenic cruise of the
picturesque Wachau Valley to the quaint town of Melk.
Standing high above the granite cliffs of the Danube, the
awe-inspiring Benedictine Abbey dominates the town.
This 900 year-old example of Baroque architecture is
considered the most splendid in Europe with its marble
hall, library, state apartments and abbey church.  

Tuesday 27th October – Pöchlarn

Artstetten Castle is situated high above the Danube, in a
charming park, and is flanked by seven characteristic
towers. This is a place of commemoration for Crown
Prince Franz Ferdinand and his wife, Sophie Duchess of
Hohenberg. Both were assassinated in Sarajevo in 1914
and have found their final resting place here. The
Archduke Franz Ferdinand Museum provides us with an
insight into the eventful life of the crown prince and his
family.
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PRICES PER PERSON

Twin Cabins Deluxe Cabin £4,580

Double Cabins Premium Cabin £5,750

Royal Suite £7,400

Single Cabins Deluxe Cabin £5,730

To help you select your cabin, deck plans and cabin images can
be found on pages 36-39.
Prices include: Economy class scheduled air travel. 
9 nights on board the MS Royal Crown.
Full board including house wines, Taittinger champagne by the
glass, spirits, beers, soft drinks, tea and coffee. All shore
excursions. Guest Speaker. Cruise Director. Tour Manager.
Gratuities. Complimentary Wi-Fi on board. Overseas Transfers.
Port taxes. Airport taxes.  Travel Insurance not included.

Wednesday 28th October – Linz / Salzburg

From the town of Linz, we embark on a full day
excursion to Salzburg, birthplace of Mozart. The Old
Town of Salzburg is renowned for its architecture and,
now a UNESCO World Heritage Site it is regarded as one
of the best preservation areas north of the Alps.  

After a tour of the charming Old Town, we appreciate
the music of Mozart at the international acclaimed
Mozarteum University, which was founded on the 50th
anniversary of the composer’s death.

Thursday 29th October - Paasau / UK

After breakfast, we must say farewell as we disembark
Royal Crown for our transfer to Munich airport and our
onward flight home.

Artstetten Castle

Aquincum Roman Museum, Budapest

Lipizzaner Stallions, Spanish Riding School
When making a booking 

please quote ref ASPECT2020


